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his brethren in Canada an account of the Illinois
mission. He reports good news ‘‘ from this village,
except that they threaten to leave us at the first
word. It is bad, as regards both temporal and
spiritual matters, among the Peorias, where Father
Gravier nearly lost his life on two occasions.”
Mermet relates the particulars of an attack made
upon Gravier by a revengeful savage, who shoots
arrows at the Father, dangerously wounding him.
Mermet, hearing of this, sends four Indians to
convey Gravier to him, at Kaskaskia; and some of
the *“ Praying women '’ provide a canoe and food for
the Father’s journey. His enemies attempt to kill
him, but he escapes in safety. Gravier’s wound
causes him so great suffering that he is sent to
Mobile, where there are surgeons.

CLXXXI. This is a letter from Gabriel Marest
to Jean de Lamberville, describing the Hudson Bay
region, and the Iberville expedition thither in the
autumn of 1694. He begins this account by a refer-
ence to the discovery of Hudson Bay, and mentions
the rivalry of the French and English in attempting
to secure the Indian trade. Marest describes the
murder of Dalmas in 1693, and the capture of the
French fort, soon afterward, by the English.

Iberville sails to Hudson Bay in 1694, and Marest
goes with him as chaplain for the French. The
Father describes the progress and incidents of the
voyage, which is slow and difficult on account of
contrary winds and the lateness of the season. They
arrive at the mouth of Bourbon (Nelson) River on
September 24, after a voyage of forty-five days. The
French endeavor to surprise the English, but the
latter perceive them in time to secure themselves.



